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Written Statement of 
Len Higashi 

Acting Executive Director 
Hawaii Technology Development Corporation 

before the 
House Committee on Judiciary 

Monday, February 10, 2020 
2:05 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 325 
 

In consideration of 
HB2090, HD1 

  RELATING TO UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. 
 

Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee. 

 

The Hawaii Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) supports HB2090, HD1 that 

removes the sunset provision of Act 39, Session Laws of Hawaii 2017, making permanent the 

innovation and commercialization initiative program.  

 

As part of HTDC’s vision to create 80,000 new innovation jobs in Hawaii earning $80,000 or 

more by 2030, HTDC supports initiatives aimed at growing tech and innovation jobs.  The 

University of Hawaii has done an outstanding job establishing a suite of programs that nurture the 

talent and startup business pipeline out of the University and has been working with HTDC to align 

these programs with all of the resources in the State.  HTDC believes that these type of programs 

play an important role for Hawaii and supports the continuation of these programs.  HTDC requests 

correction of the defective effective date and defers to the University on the specifics of the 

measure. 

 

  Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 



 

Written Testimony Presented to the 
House Committee on Judiciary 

Monday, February 10, 2020 at 2:05 p.m. 
By Natasa Petrovic, CFO 

Adnoviv, Inc. 
 

HB 2090 HD1 – RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 
Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Adnoviv, Inc. supports this measure that would remove the sunset provision of Act 39, Session 
Laws of Hawaii, 2017 and thereby allow University of Hawaii to sustain its Innovation and 
Commercialization Program. 
 
I am the chief financial officer for Adnoviv, Inc., a University of Hawaii spin-off founded in 2013 
by Dr. Olga Boric-Lubecke and Dr. Victor Lubecke, UH professors and researchers. Our company 
would not be here today if not for the help and support provided by the University of Hawaii, 
through two rounds of UH accelerator program and subsequent UH investment in our company. 
In the last three years, Adnoviv provided two federally funded subawards to UH, employed 
three UH graduates full-time, and two UH graduates as consultants. Adnoviv also provided 
support for two undergraduate students and one UC Berkley summer intern (Kalaheo HS 
graduate), and is currently supporting three UH military veteran graduate students and two UH 
community college faculty. This support was made possible through National Science 
Foundation (NSF) educational supplements for engagement in commercialization.  
 
I believe that the relationship between the University of Hawaii and Adnoviv is mutually 
beneficial, and ultimately beneficial for Hawaii economy. Through this relationship, UH students 
have access to hands-on training and employment opportunities in a start-up environment, and 
Adnoviv has an opportunity to recruit UH graduates. Through Adnoviv funded research 
agreements, UH students participate in research and development efforts to help 
commercialize new technology. The University of Hawaii’s Innovation and Commercialization 
program is crucial for success of such relationships.  
 
On behalf of Adnoviv, Inc., I respectfully request that the sunset provision of Act 39, Session 
Laws of Hawaii, 2017 be removed. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
  
 Sincerely, 
 

 
 Natasa Petrovic, CFO 
 Adnoviv, Inc. 

Adnoviv, Inc.
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Written Statement of Elemental Excelerator 
before the House Committee on Judiciary 

February 10, 2020 
 

In consideration of HB 2090 HD 1 
RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 

 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice-Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the House Committee 
on Judiciary: 
 
Elemental Excelerator submits support of HB 2090 HD 1 which removes the sunset provision 
of Act 39, Session Laws of Hawaii 2017, making permanent the innovation and 
commercialization initiative program. 
 
Elemental Excelerator is a Honolulu-based non-profit organization that supports climate 
positive startup companies that are helping solve Hawai’i’s most urgent environmental 
problems. Our role is to accelerate cleantech startups by bringing forward important 
commercial inflection points through real-world demonstration projects and tailored business 
model impact. Each year, we select 15-20 companies annually that best fit our mission and 
fund each company up to $1 million. To date, we have awarded $36 million to 99 companies 
resulting in over fifty demonstration projects in Hawai‘i & the Asia Pacific.  
 
We support HB 2090 HD 1 because it will contribute to our state's efforts to diversify our 
economy and provide our next generation of Hawai‘i residents with career opportunities in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics right at home. In our work, we have seen 
three widely recognized gaps in funding that test the survival of startups with capital-intensive 
solutions; technology, commercialization valleys of death, and market expansion. By passing 
HB 2090, the university can continue to attract outside investments in innovation from entities 
like the federal government, private, and philanthropic sponsors and solidifies the state’s 
commitment to the long-term development of our entrepreneurial ecosystem.  
 
Diversifying our economy requires collaborative efforts between the private, government, and 
educational sectors. We urge you to pass this bill and look forward to continuing working with 
the University of Hawaiʻi in realizing our innovation economy.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Aki Marceau 
Managing Director, Policy & Community 
 
 
 

w/W/»-

-:¢1e zgé
E LE/\/\ E N TA L
EXCELERATOR



sanbuenaventura2
Late



HB-2090-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2020 10:50:44 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/10/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chenoa Farnsworth Blue Startups Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

sanbuenaventura2
Late


	HB-2090-HD-1_University of Hawaii
	HB-2090-HD-1_HTDC

